ROADMAP TO RESOLUTION
You’ve been charged with a Class C misdemeanor. You can enter a plea in person, by mail, or through counsel.-Phone calls
do not constitute an appearance.
*All defendants 16 years of age and younger must appear in court with a parent or guardian.
*All defendants under 21 years of age must appear in court on tobacco related offenses.
*All defendants under 21 years of age must appear in court on alcohol related offenses.
*All defendants charged with an offense involving family violence must appear in open court.

You may enter
a plea of

You may enter
a plea of Guilty
or No Contest

Not Guilty

You may pay sentence in full.
Art.27.14(c), C.C.P In a misdemeanor
case for which the maximum possible
punishment is by fine only, payment of a
fine or an amount accepted by the court
constitutes a finding of guilty in open
court as though a plea of nolo
contendere had been entered by the
defendant and constitutes a waiver of a
jury trial in writing.

If you have
an inability
to pay, the
court may
order
alternative
means of
discharging
the fine.

Payment
plan

Community
service

Indigence
hearing

If you are charged with a traffic
offense, you may be eligible to
request a driving safety course to
dismiss the charge.
Eligibility may be verified with
the court.

Probationary option may be available,
solely at the judge’s discretion.
Terms and deferral period are set by
the judge.

Deferred
Disposition

You may enter a
plea of Not Guilty,
and you will be set
for a Pre-trial
hearing with the
City Prosecutor.

Failure to present required
documents in time may lead to a
conviction, a fine being assessed,
and a capias pro fine for your
arrest being issued.

Failure to complete probation
requirements may lead to a
conviction, a fine being
assessed, and a capias pro
fine for your arrest being
issued.

A Bench trial or
Jury trial will be set,
if a resolution
cannot be made at
the Pre-trial
hearing.

If you are found
guilty, you have
the right to
appeal your
case. To appeal
you must file an
appeal bond
with the
municipal court
within 10 days of
the judgment.

Community
Service

This roadmap is designed to provide information about court proceedings. It is not a substitute for legal advice from a licensed attorney. Neither the
clerk, judge, nor prosecutor can give you legal advice.

